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 Empowering people with disabilities to live independently


Texas State Independent Living Council

Meeting Minutes by Virtual Zoom
Thursday, October 8, 2026

Call to Order 

Chair Patrick Sturdivant called the meeting to order at approximately 4:01 p.m. and welcomed participants. He explained that the special meeting was convened to discuss six proposed policy and procedure items deferred from the September 25, 2026 Council meeting. 

Roll Call and Establishment of Quorum

Maria Elena Salazar conducted roll call and confirmed that a quorum was present. 

Patrick Sturdivant, Amanda Bowdoin, Cindy Burkett, Erik Dally, Rebecca “Hunter” Adkins, Lisa Thompson, Michael Garrett, Mollie Witt, PiPa McCollister, Seth Wells, Tiffany Walker, Melva Henderson, Dana McGrath (HHSC), Nita Webber (TxDOT)

Members Not in Attendance

Bonnie Notargiacomo (TWC) 

Others in Attendance

Janet Sharkis (Staff), Maria Elena Salazar (Staff), Jake Stukenberg (Staff), Robert Haley, Cecilia Berrios, Todd Mitchell, Captioner Polly. Several Council members joined after the initial roll call. Quorum was confirmed. 

Public Comment

No individuals registered to provide public comment. 

New Business - Proposed Policy and Procedure Updates

Chair Patrick Sturdivant outlined proposed items for consideration: an increase in the personal care attendant reimbursement rate; revisions to the existing Policy and Procedure Manual; a proposed Drug and Alcohol Policy; a proposed Approval Policy; a proposed Leave and Time Off Policy, and a proposed Annual Performance Review and Compensation Policy. 

Personal Care Attendant Rate

Vice Chair Tiffany Walker moved to make a motion to increase the personal care attendant rate from $13 to $20 per hour. Lisa Thompson seconded the motion. 

Vice Chair Tiffany Walker amended the motion to make the proposed rate retroactive to September 23, 2026. Lisa Thomspson confirmed her second of the amended motion.

Members discussed whether the rate applied to attendance specifically for accompanying Council members at Council-related activities, how the rate would operate when an attendant was already compensated through another provider, and whether additional documentation or eligibility criteria would be needed.  Members also discussed the proposed effective date and the importance of ensuring that the provisions complied with applicable requirements. 

No vote was taken on the amended motion before adjournment. The proposed rate change was not adopted at this meeting. 

Policy Review Process

During discussion, members raised questions regarding the process by which the policies were being developed and discussed. Nita Webber expressed concern that proposed new policies were discussed via email outside of the full council (with only voting members). Additionally, policies and procedure recommendations were under the Governance and Finance Committee’s purview and Ms. Webber had joined that committee. It was mentioned that Texas SILC’s contract lawyer advised the Council against convening a meeting focused on policies and procedures, yet the meeting was convened and votes were being sought on policy changes. 

Members considered whether to proceed with the meeting given these concerns. No motions or votes occurred on the five remaining proposed policy items.

Closing Remarks and Adjournment

Cindy Burkett moved to adjourn the meeting. Rebecca “Hunter” Adkins seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote, with members responding in favor. The meeting adjourned at 4:28 p.m.

Minutes drafted by: Maria Elena Salazar


Signed by: ___________________________
Date: ________________________________
Secretary or Executive Council Member
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